Executive Summary

Parramatta River, award-winning
existing pathway west of Charles
Street weir

Hunts Creek Wildlife Sanctuary

Darling Mills Ck, at Parramatta
River - possible weir type crossing
(developed by DPWS)

In addition to its statutory obligations for the provision of flood mitigation
works and improving water quality, the Upper Parramatta River Catchment
Trust has significant programs in place for the protection and regeneration of
urban bushland, and for the development of a network of pathways.

This report documents the findings of an extensive investigation into the
feasibility of the multi-use recreational pathway network within the
catchment. Recommendations are made in terms of:

Network development and priorities

Pathway design and standards

Pathway materials and engineering solutions
Risk management

Protection of environmentally significant areas, in particular species
and communities that are protected under the Threatened Species
Conservation Act (1995).

The study included extensive consultation with the relevant stakeholders in
local government and key State Government departments. Through this
process a large number of related initiatives were identified, which support
the development of the multi-use pathway network in the catchment.

Importantly, given the commitments and interest of the stakeholders
consulted, it is very likely that within the short to medium term future there
will be an extensive network of linked pathways that extends from Liverpool
to Castle Hill and from Homebush Bay to Penrith, interconnected by
numerous short and long internal circuits that can be used by a wide range
of users groups for many different purposes.

Some major related initiatives include:

The RTA/DoT Transit Way program, with an extensive network
cycleways along 6 routes within the catchment

The RTA regional cycle route program, with 9 major new bicycle links
in the region

the Green Links program in the Hills district
the development at the Boral site

extension of the International Peace Park pathways in Blacktown, with
links between Seven Hills and Toongabbie Railway stations

The Master Plan for the North Parramatta Mixed Use Zone, with both
on-road and off-road cycling and pedestrian facilities

Extension of the bicycle network in Parramatta and Holroyd

There is also a strong past involvement and future commitment by DUAP
and the Minister for Urban Affairs and Planning through the Parramatta River
Foreshore Improvement Program, the Green Space Program and the
Sharing Sydney’s Harbour Regional Action Plan.

Figure 1 provides an overview of the proposed pathways and the associated
staging priorities. The spine routes are of critical importance as they form
the basis of the network, followed by the links to the four CBDs. Low priority
local and regional routes are detailed in the body of the report. The
protection of environmentally significant areas has been a key issue
throughout the route development process.
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Figure 1
Summary of Pathway Opportunities
Creek Corridor Council Priority Comment

Parramatta River Parramatta Critical Coordinate funding and implementation with
Charles Street Weir — North Parramatta Mixed Use Zone Master
Toongabbie Creek Plan. Coordinate with relevant Transit Ways.

Coordinate with Parramatta to Chatswood
Railway.

Toongabbie Creek Parramatta Critical Coordinate with investigations by Friends of
Parramatta River — Toongabbie Creek. Cross section may need to
McCoy Park vary to accommodate environmental

concerns. Coordinate with relevant Transit
Ways.

Greystanes Creek Holroyd Critical Pressing issues due to status of Development
Fox Hill Golf Course — Blacktown Application with DUAP. Section through Boral
Boral development site | Parramatta site is critical for connectivity to other regional
Toongabbie Creek — cycleways along Lower Canal, Prosect Creek
Station Road and Transit Ways.

Blacktown Creek Blacktown High Linkages from Blacktown CBD to Castle Hill
McCoy Park — Boyd Parramatta CBD, the existing route along Greystanes
Street Tributary Creek and Prospect Creek, and the proposed

routes along the Lower Canal and the Transit
Ways.

Boyd Street Tributary Blacktown High Linkages from Blacktown CBD to Castle Hill

(Blacktown Creek) CBD, the existing route along Greystanes
Blacktown Creek — Creek and Prospect Creek, and the proposed
Blacktown CBD routes along the Lower Canal and the Transit

Ways.

Darling Mills Creek Baulkham Hills High Complete linkages from Castle Hill CBD to
Parramatta River — Parramatta Parramatta CBD and the Parramatta River
Castle Hill CBD Cycleway. Although alternate access may

become available via Toongabbie Creek, it
remains of high importance to provide direct
access between the Castle Hill and
Parramatta CBDs.

Finlayson Creek Parramatta High Link existing pathway northward to
Toongabbie Creek — Holroyd Toongabbie Creek in conjunction with
Merrylands CBD Parramatta Council. Southward extension is

outside creek corridor and is included in
current Holroyd Council program.

Toongabbie Creek and its | Baulkham Hills High Linkages to Castle Hill and Blacktown CBDs,

Castle Hill tributary Blacktown the existing route along Greystanes Creek and
McCoy Park — Castle Hill | Parramatta Prospect Creek, and the proposed routes
CBD along the Lower Canal and the Transit Ways.

Lalor Creek and Tributary | Blacktown Moderate | Major route to significant residential areas with
Blacktown Creek — limited alternatives for target user groups.
Windsor Road

Hunts Creek and Lake Baulkham Hills Moderate | Major route to significant residential areas with

Parramatta Parramatta limited alternatives for target user groups.
Darling Mills Creek —

Jenkins Road
Remaining creeks and various Low Implement as part of ongoing Council local

tributaries

and regional pathway development program,
with a focus to build on the access
opportunities provided by the main
components of network in the catchment.
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